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Swansea City Opera 10th Anniversary Tour Choir FAQ
Faust by Gounod

· Why does SCO need a choir?

In celebration of the 10th anniversary of Swansea City Opera, our tour this year will be a production of the wonderful and tuneful opera, Faust by Charles-François Gounod. It was once one of the most famous and most performed of all operas, and contains many much-loved musical highlights including the memorable Soldiers’ Chorus, Méphistophélès’s rowdy ‘Song of the Golden Calf’, and Marguerite’s Jewel Song with its dazzling coloratura. 
We are not a large company and for this production we will have a core of 4 professional choristers, but we would like to supplement these with a number of high quality amateur choristers to create a Community Chorus for four scenes in the opera, the most famous of which is the Soldiers Chorus, ‘Gloire Immortelle’. Our production will be sung in English. We would like to include approximately 16 extra choristers, preferably 8 men and 8 women, but we don’t want to stifle any enthusiasm, so please feel free to talk to us if you have more members that would like to be involved! Only the men will be required to perform on stage, however everyone will also be required to sing off stage. If you are willing, we would also love you to take part in more than one performance at another venue. For information on our other tour locations please see the end of the FAQ.

· What do you need to rehearse? 

We are making cuts in the opera so choristers will be only required for four scenes, and these do not require a high level of musical ability. The most important of the scenes is the soldiers chorus ‘Gloire Immortelle’, which will require the gentlemen of the choir to be on stage (costumes will be supplied) and to learn the music from memory. The ladies and gentlemen of the choir will also be required to sing off stage alongside the professional singers, and for this the music can be used. SCO will provide an offstage conductor. Swansea City Opera will provide the music in both print format and audio format, and in addition to the work undertaken by the choir and it’s conductor, each choir will receive additional rehearsal support from an experienced Swansea City Opera choir leader before the performance. This can be flexible according to requirements.
For reference. below is a link to a video of the soldier scene from a large production of Faust (don’t worry, the theatres we tour to are not quite that big…) and we will be making some cuts in the music. 

Gloire immortelle (Soldiers Chorus): http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hQsn4uTwkHw 








· What you  need to do on the day of the performance

You will be required to be at the theatre by 3pm to rehearse with SCO’s Musical Director John Beswick, and also Brendan Wheatley the Producer, who will take the gentlemen through the movements required on stage. These will not be complicated! From 4-6pm the orchestra and cast will join, and the chorus scenes will be rehearsed with orchestra and cast. Tea and coffee will be provided in the dressing rooms but unfortunately we cannot provide food, so please bring some with you. Choirs will have a break between 6pm and 7pm during which they can get something to eat.

· What are the travel arrangements?

SCO will not expect to provide transport if the performance is local to the choir, however if the choir is able to perform at more than one venue, SCO can provide transport to the theatre. Each choir should individually discuss travel arrangements with us.
 
· Tickets

Unfortunately it will not be possible to provide choirs with free tickets however we are negotiating with theatres in order to allow choir members to purchase concessionary tickets for friends and family. As this has to be discussed with individual theatres, we will update you about this later. 

· What to do if you encounter a problem

We are a friendly and adaptable company and if you have a problem please feel free to discuss it with us at any time. The choirs will be a very important part of this tour and we want it to be a rewarding and happy experience for all involved. We will set up a Facebook group to allow you to keep in touch with each other as well as SCO, and we hope it will be informative and fun to see how everyone else is getting on!


A little more about us

Bridgett Gill and Brendan Wheatley, the Directors of SCO, have been involved in the world of opera for thirty years and know the profession very well, both as performers and producers of opera. Their first company was Opera Box, which toured into theatres and also presented outdoor opera in the summer. In 2005 the company received funding from City & County of Swansea and changed its name to Swansea City Opera. SCO now has enviable reputation for touring high class opera to places where often no other live opera provision exists, and we can guarantee that you will be part of a performance that you will enjoy and be proud of!

You can read more about us on http://www.swanseacityopera.com







Further Info:
Contact details

Will@Richard-newton.co.uk 
Richard Newton Consulting Ltd
The Old Workshop
110 Wyndham Road
Cardiff
CF11 9EL
029 20 397 341 

www.richard-newton.co.uk
Faust 
Tour Schedule
 2015



	Date
	Theatre
	Location

	28/02/2015
13/03/2015
	Queens Theatre
Theatre Royal
	Barnstaple
Winchester

	15/03/2015
	Wilde Theatre
	Bracknell

	18/03/2015
	Buxton Opera House
	Buxton

	20/03/2015
	Wolsey Theatre
	Ipswich

	22/03/2015
	Palace Theatre
	Mansfield

	30/03/2015
	Torch Theatre
	Milford Haven

	
	
	

	07/04/2015
	The Gaiety Theatre
	Ayr

	17/04/2015
	Neuadd Dwyfor
	Pwllheli

	18/04/2015
	Theatr Brycheiniog
	Brecon

	24/04/2015
	Woodville Halls
	Gravesend

	
	
	

	06/05/2015
	The Borough Theatre
	Abergavenny

	08/05/2015
	Fairfields Hall
	Croydon

	16/05/2015
	Ucheldre Centre
	Holyhead

	22/05/2015
	Theatre Severn
	Shrewsbury

	23/05/2015
	The Pavillion
	Rhyl

	28/05/2015
	The Taliesin
	Swansea

	30/05/2015
	The SPA Theatre
	Bridlington

	
	
	

	03/06/2015
	Harrogate Theatre
	Harrogate

	06/06/2015
	King’s Theatre
	Southsea
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